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In fact he owed his election to the desire of the Czechs to
have in office a man who was above politics. There was,
however, no unanimity as to the choice of the third
President of the Republic. In a few feverish weeks the
leading'men and supporters of the previous regime were
gradually displaced. Gradually the Republic was losing
its fundamental Weltanschauung and also its political
influence. At first it was rumoured that Dr Jaroslav
Preiss, the managing director of the Zivnostenska Bank
and an eminent captain of industry, was to be elected.
Then Jan Bata, head of the shoe concern, and one of the
largest employers of the Republic, seemed the likely
candidate. Then it was said that Beran would like to be
elected President. But all these rumours, which had much
truth in them, were finally silenced by the election of
Hacha.

One may think what one will of Hacha's historical'
role, or of the horrible humiliation he suffered in Berlin,
but one day history will recognise that Hacha undoubtedly
tried to do his best for the Czech people.

The aeroplanes that zoomed over the roofs of Prague
in the first days of the occupation were merely intended
to demonstrate to the people that all hopes of Czech
independence were gone forever. The same purpose was
intended by the endless columns of tanks that rolled slowly
and laboriously along the snow-covered streets of Prague,
like crocodiles in the sand. Even the wording of the
declaration of the Protectorate on March i6th, 1939, gave
a clear idea of the nature of the new state. For the time
being the Czech officials continued to function, but